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Risk Assessment & Standard Operating Procedures ( “"'? é’l'b Gir|guiding

Event/activity: Cowley Adventure — General Site Date: 19* February 2026

Description: Cowley Adventure is made up of 30 acres, across three site, Cowley Adventure, Nancie Bradshaw and Bubb Hills, with a mixture of indoor
and outdoor space, of which the outdoor space is a mix of fields and woodland.

Maximum Ratio: N/A

Risk assessment completed by: Alethea Bumpstead, Centre Manager Risk assessment review date: 28" February 2027

Risk assessment approved by: Emma Steel, county commissioner

Hazards Who or what is at risk Controls
What could cause harm or damage? (and howe)? How have you reduced the risk?

This risk assessment should be read in conjunction with our general visits risk assessment, which can be found on our website. Safety - COWLEY
ADVENTURE

Safeguarding

Inappropriate behaviour All = injury, Groups must provide adult supervision throughout their visit and adhere
safeguarding to the adult/child ratios of their organisation. It is their responsibility to
concern/issue, supervise their groups.
distraction, accident,
injury Cowley Adventure staff, volunteers and instructors are not included in

these ratios.



https://www.cowleyadventure.co.uk/safety.html
https://www.cowleyadventure.co.uk/safety.html

Unknown persons entering the site

Young people —
abduction, abuse,
harm

Cowley Adventure does it's best to ensure non-DBS’d visitors are not on
site at the same time as our young visitors. However, this cannot always
be guaranteed.

All visitors/groups to check in and out on arrival and departure.

Visiting groups/families should ensure they consider the safeguarding
risks as part of their risk assessment.

Young people are to be supervised throughout their visit.

Visitors and Contractors on Site -
Breach of safeguarding

Young People

Where possible contractors will be encouraged to only visit during
times when young people are not onsite. If a contractor needs to be
onsite when young people/groups are on site. Cowley Adventure team
will let visiting group know.

Corporate volunteers and similar are only allowed when groups are not
in.

All visitors to sign in and out on arrival and departure.

Health & Safety, include 1st Aid

Manual Handling - Lifting and handling of
heavy items (eg tents & equipment)

All - injury - Back
injury, pulled muscles,
poor lifting or lifting
beyond capability.

Group leaders/ individuals should make themselves aware of safe
manual handling practices and this should be shared with the rest of
the group. HSE Guidance

Trolleys are provided around the site.



https://www.hse.gov.uk/toolbox/manual.htm

Lack of 1°* aid provision

All - accident, injury,
further worsening of
current condition

Visiting groups are responsible for their own first aid provision and
should provide a suitably qualified first aider and a fully stocked first aid
kit appropriate for their visit.

First aid kits available around the site and an AED is situated outside the
office and is accessible to all.

Group leaders to know the relevant medical conditions of their group.
It is recommended inhalers are carried by participants/adults.

Spread of infectious diseases

All  attendees from
iliness after
contracting a disease.

Anyone who is unwell is asked not to attend.

Groups are to dispose of any soiled items appropriately, and are
responsible for cleaning the area they use.

Everyone is to wash their hands regularly and thoroughly,

Ventilation in the building is to be maximised by opening windows,
where possible.

Chemicals

All - injury (chemical
burn)

All chemicals on site have COSHH documentation where relevant and
are locked away. They are used by adults and training is given where
relevant.

Groups are responsible for ensuring their own cleaning materials are
kept locked away from all young people as well on site.

Vehicles & Traffic




Moving vehicles

All — accident, injury

No visitor vehicles allowed in any areas except the car park unless by
prior agreement with the Cowley Adventure team. Vehicles should be
parked in designated parking areas only.

Where possible, service vehicles are only brought only onto site when
camping areas are free from visitors to carry out maintenance work, etc.
Caution should be taken when moving across car parks or along the
road between the main site and Bubbs Hill.

When site vehicles are in use the driver uses extreme caution and low
speed.

Cowley Adventure Team and visiting groups need to be conscious that
emergency service access needs to be available at all times. An adult
should meet the vehicle at the relevant site entrance and direct them
in.

Moving between sites

All — traffic accident

Where possible, visitors should use the off-road paths between the sites
to get about safely.

Caution should be taken when crossing the road outside the Deer Park
site car park gate to the Nancie Bradshaw gate entrance and direct
adult supervision is required.

Where movement along the road is required, hi-viz jackets should be
worn and a briefing to groups should be given by group leaders on
highway code and walking along the road in the correct manner.

Community

Poor village relations

Girlguiding
Gloucestershire
Cowley Adventure
reputation

&

All visitors and adhoc activities/events which are on site are to end and
depart by 9.30pm.
Quiet time across all of Cowley Adventure is from 10pm until 7am.

Activity Related risks




Damaged equipment and equipment
failure

All — accident, injury,
damage to
equipment.

At the beginning of a visit, group leaders are to visually check their
allocated areq, toilets, equipment, etc.

Cowley Adventure team have ongoing maintenance schedules and
interim inspections are conducted following evidence of vandalism,
damage, incidents, etc.

Cowley Adventure team to be informed of any defects or damage to
anything on site.

Variety of activities taking place across
the site (site activities, activities
delivered by visiting groups,
maintenance activities, etc.)

All = accident, injury

Site activities take place in designated spaces, with barriers where
appropriate to prevent unauthorised access.

Visiting groups have a designated space to carry out their own
activities.

All visitors should be mindful of other site users, ensuring not pass across
the middle of someone else’s designated space.

Maintenance tasks are carried out during quite site times where
possible.




Unsafe activities taking place on site

All - Injury

Girlguiding
Gloucestershire —
reputation, damage
to property

All site activities provided by Cowley Adventure have their own risk
assessment available to visitors on the website. These are updated
annually or following an accident or incident.

Any activities being run by a visiting group should be risk assessed by
the group themselves.

Visiting groups must be covered by their organisation’s public liability
insurance.

Private groups must sign up to the Girlguiding hirer’s liability insurance.
Visiting contractors, etc. must provide details of their company’s public

liability insurance.

Site volunteers are covered by Girlguiding's insurances.




Fire (campfires, altar fires & patrol
cooking areas)

All - injury

Girlguiding
Gloucestershire -
through lack of future
facility/ increased
future insurance costs

Fire buckets provided at all campfire/pitch areas. Groups informed they
are responsible for filling them before lighting a fire.

Altar fires positioned away from tents and hard shelters. Safe,
unobstructed 2m space must be maintained around all fires.

Groups informed they are responsible for extinguishing a fire at the end
of a session. Water should be added slowly around the surrounding area
and on the embers by an adult, taking care to avoid steam scalds.

Campfires and backwoods-style cooking should only be held in the
designated areas, and any dry materials (grass, etc.) cleared from the
immediate vicinity prior to lighting.

Fires should only be run by a competent person and must always be
supervised by an adult.

Any activity involving fire should be risk assessed by the group
leader/individual.

Environmental Conditions including Weather

Weather — Rain, snow or similar wet
weather

All — accident, injury

Cowley Adventure will check weather forecast on an ongoing basis and
observe conditions. If necessary, will stop sessions or bookings as per
booking T&C's.

Group leaders are also to check weather conditions and to contact
Cowley Adventure if they need confirmation.

Grit boxes available and fully stocked on the Deer Park site




Water (stream at the bottom of Nancie
Bradshaw wood, pond at the top of Bubbs
Hill)

All = drowning

Site is regularly maintained, and the stream is checked after any storms
and heavy rains.

Gate to pond area kept closed.

Group leaders informed before their visit of this hazard.

Steps & paved areas

All — accident, injury

The steps around the main buildings are painted with yellow edging
painted.

Uneven ground - slips, trips and falls

All = injury

Site has regular grounds maintenance (grass cutting, pest control, etc).

Group leader/ individuals and instructors should check their
activity/work area for mole hills, rabbit holes, cracks, foreign objects,
etc. and remove any hazards if possible.

Caution should be taken on wet grass after heavy rain as this can be
slippery.

Group leaders/individuals should remind their group to wear sturdy
shoes and move around with care.

Young people are to be supervised throughout their visit.
Groups informed of safe routes to access activities and facilities.

Rodents and wildlife

All - injury (bites)

Ensure all food is correctly stored and food waste disposed of safely and
in a timely manner.

Group leaders should notify the Cowley Adventure team of any wildlife
(mammails) entering residential areas or around the bins.




Tick bites

All = illness from Lyme
disease

Cowley Adventure is known to house ticks, particularly in the long grass.
Some areas of Cowley Adventure are not mown to encourage wildlife.
Posters advising of ticks/ Lyme disease on display across the site.

Group leaders/ individuals advised to carry a tick remover in their first
aid kits and to avoid the long grass areas. They should wear long
trousers tucked into socks if entering long grass areas is unavoidable.

Group leaders/ individuals to be aware of the signs of Lyme disease and
to inform parents/carers of young visitors to be vigilant after a visit to
the centre. NHS website

Bites from snakes including Adders

All = illness from snake
bite

Cowley Adventure is known to be in an area of the Cotswolds that
houses adders, particularly in the long grass.

Shelters kept clean and tidy to prevent mice, therefore attracting
adders.

Caution should be taken when removing wood from the timber pile as
this is an area adders may be.

Group leaders/ individuals to know what adders look like and be aware
of what to do if one of their group has a snake bite. NHS website

All snake bites must be treated by a doctor/hospital.



https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/lyme-disease/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/snake-bites/

Insects stings (eg wasps, bees, hornets,
ants, etc.)

All - stings & bites

Checking for the presence of wildlife should be done prior to any activity
taking place or setting up camp. Any evidence of a swarm, nest, etc.
should be reported to the Cowley Adventure team as soon as possible.

Visitors to wear long sleeves, trousers and/or insect repellent if prone to
insect bites.

Known allergies to stings to be declared to group leaders if known and
having access to an Auto-injectors if issued.

Ingesting Plants and fungi

All - poison, rash,
scratches

No-one should put plants and fungi in their mouth and young people
should be warned not to eat anything they find.

Hands should be washed after visits to the outdoors spaces.

Group leads to make their group aware of the risk and to not touch
unknown and/or poisonous plants, flowers or fungi.

Tree limbs falling

All — accident, injury

Tree survey done every 4 years and follow up work completed within the
recommended timescales.

Vigilance during/after high winds where branches may have been
detached/ dislodged. Any issues to be reported to Cowley Adventure
team immediately and avoid going under the hazard.

Group leaders are to warn young people to avoid dangerous areas,
indicated with signs.

Tree trunk stacks

All — accident, injury,
death

Signage in place warning on larger piles of the dangers of climbing on
wood piles and areas where there is no unauthorised access.




