Risk Assessment

X & Girlguiding
COWLEY Gloucestershire county

ADVENTURIE

Event/activity: Cowley Adventure — Indoor (Deer House & Assembly Hall)

Date: 20" February 2026

Description: Cowley Adventure is made up of 30 acres, across three site, Cowley Adventure, Nancie Bradshaw and Bubb Hills, with a mixture of indoor
and outdoor space, of which the outdoor space is a mix of fields and woodland.

Maximum Ratio: N/A

Risk assessment completed by: Alethea Bumpstead, Centre Manager

Risk assessment review date: 28" February 2027

Risk assessment approved by: Emma Steel, county commissoner

Hazards Who or what is at risk
What could cause harm or damage? (and how?)?

Controls
How have you reduced the risk?

This risk assessment should be read in conjunction with our general visits risk assessment, which can be found on our website. Safety - COWLEY

ADVENTURE

This risk assessment incorporates the summary fire and legionella risk assessments.

Safeguarding & Security

Unknown persons entering building Young people,
vulnerable adults —
abduction, abuse

Groups are provided with the keys to the building to keep it locked
when they are not there.

Overnight, doors should be kept locked with easy access to the keys
inside each door and all group adults should be aware of their
location.

Individuals are vigilant of suspicious vehicles or people in the
surrounding areas and know to contact the police if necessary.

Legionella



https://www.cowleyadventure.co.uk/safety.html
https://www.cowleyadventure.co.uk/safety.html

Poor management of water systems

All - Legionnaire’s
disease

Legionella risk is managed by the Cowley Adventure Team in
accordance with current control measures, as detailed in the separate
Legionella Risk Assessment.

Fire

Lack of awareness of fire exits and
evacuation Procedures and blocked
evacuation points.

Fire

Injuries

Stress

Property damage

Cowley Adventure has a separate Fire Risk Assessment for the whole
site. These are some of the extracts relevant to groups & visitors using
the buildings

Everyone must be aware of the Fire Exits and what to do in the event of
an emergency.

Group leaders to ensure walkways are kept clear at all times.
Fire doors are to be kept clear at all times.

Residential groups must carry out a fire drill prior to going to sleep on
their first night.

Wood burning stove (in Deer House
activity room)

All - fire, injury (burns)

Fire guard must be used when the stove is alight.

Chimney is set to open position.

Groups must clean out the stove at the end of their residential.

Items must not be placed on the fire guard for drying or storage.

Slips, trips and falls




Moving around and hazards or parts of
the buildings causing slips, trips and falls

All - injury

Group leaders to ensure walkways are kept clear at all times to allow
for safe access and egress.

Warning signs (provided by Cowley Adventure) put in place and
spillages cleaned up as soon as possible.

Deer House steps are fitted with texture stripes on the step edges.
Groups are to ensure safe sleeping arrangements and clear walkways.

Mats are provided at entrances to capture water and dirt on entry and
reduce the risk of slips.

Facility Structure

Moving windows, doors, gates, shutters
or barriers

Injury & trapped body
parts

Fire doors are designed to swing shut.

Windows at height are installed with safety locking systems

Unstable equipment and furniture

All - injury

Tables and chairs should be stacked in a stable way. In the Assembly
hall the black chairs should be no more than 4 high.

Fixtures and fittings, including mirrors where possible are secured to
the wall to stop them falling.

Lack of highlighting of and/or protection
protrusions such as low headroom
heights

All — Head injury

Warning signage is displayed in the stairs in Deer House as you go to
the lower floor

Electrics and Electrical equipment

Electrical equipment — provided by
Cowley Adventure

All - injury
(electrocution)

All equipment provided by the Cowley Adventure is PAT tested
annually.

Any electrical items that are broken or have damaged plugs or flexes
are removed immediately.




Electrical equipment — provided by
visiting group

All - injury
(electrocution)

All equipment provided by the group should be visually inspected to
ensure, as far as is reasonably practical, it is safe to use.

Any electrical items that are broken or have damaged plugs or flexes
should not be used.

Lack of lighting in health and safety-
sensitive areas like staircases, and
corridors

All = injury due to slips,
trips.

Emergency lighting, is provided, tested and maintained throughout the
premises.

6 monthly checks are done by an external contractor which, includes
an annual discharge test which is undertaken to ensure the
emergency lights are working.

Any faults found are addressed.

Emergency lights are provided on escape routes where there is no
daylight or lights (at night-time) available through windows to
illuminate the route.

Use of electrical appliances and
extension leads

All - injury
(electrocution), trip.

Property - Fire

The use of battery-powered electrical items is preferable and where
possible we would encourage groups to use equipment provided.

If a group is to bring any electrical equipment they are visually check it
to ensure:

There are no bare wires.

The plug is in good condition with no splits or cracks.
No parts of the plug are loose.

The lead isn't cut or frayed.

The appliance isn't damaged.

If extension leads are being used ensure they are fully unwound and
extension leads should NEVER be plugged into one another.




Inadequate heating

All — hypothermia.

Cowley Adventure operates all year. The assembly hall and deer house
both have electric heating and the HSE guidance is followed regarding
minimum temperature for working indoors should normally be at least
which is heating is provided, as far as reasonably practical, to achieve
a temperature at or above 16°C after the first hour.

As longs as there is not a power cut, if radiators are not working, portable
heaters can be requested from the Cowley Adventure team

There is no legal maximum temperature.

Defective fixed electrical installation and
equipment

All - injury
(electrocution)

Property - Fire

All electrical wiring and fittings conform to IEEE standards and to
ensure that an electrical inspection is carried out every 5 year to
ensure the property is safe.

Kitchen

Potential fat fire

All - injury (burns)

Fire blanket in kitchen (provided by Cowley Adventure)

Adult supervision is required in the kitchen.

Sharp knives and other sharp kitchen
equipment

All - injury
(lacerations)

Knives stored safely away from other utensils.
Adult supervision is required in the kitchen.

First Aid kits are provided in the kitchens by Cowley Adventure..

Working with hot water and hot surfaces

Scalding or burns
injuries. - Uncontrolled
contact with steam,
hot water, hot oil and
hot surfaces

Adults are to supervise young people in the kitchens.
First Aid kits are provided in the kitchens by Cowley Adventure.

Care should be taken when using the hot water dispenser in Deer
House as it sits at height.

Use oven gloves for carrying and holding hot dishes, trays, etc (not
supplied by Cowley Adventure)




Incorrect storage and cooking of food
products for consumption

All - iliness (food
poising)

Fridges, freezers and cookers are provided in the buildings to allow
groups and visitors to store, prepare and cook food on the premises.
Groups need to
e Ensure the facilities are suitable for the preparation of food, and
kept clean, in good condition and readily cleansable during
their stay and on departure.
e Any freezers are running at -18°C
e Any fridges between 0 and 5°C.
e Ovens provided are reaching the temperature indicated on the
equipment.
Thermometers are issued in each of the fridges and freezers

Dormitories

Bunk bed use by young people

Young people -
accident, injury

According to RoSPA guidelines, children should not sleep on the top
bunk of a bunk bed until they are at least 6 years old. Group leaders
should consider very carefully whether allowing a child younger than
six to sleep on the bottom bunk is safe for them and it is the groups
responsibility to put suitable measures in place.

ROSPA suggest that most accidents involving bunk beds occur when
children are playing on them. Group leaders are to ensure young
people do not play on bunk beds.

Control of substances hazardous to health [COSHH]) & Cleaning




User ignorance towards the chemical
product being used and its dangers

Injury (minor/maijor)
including burns,
inhalation of fumes

The Dishwasher in Deer House, is plumped into the wash and rinse aid.
Cleaning products are supplied in each building and groups should
move into a suitable to allow for safe usage when young people are on

site.

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to be worn is advised by the user
instructions.

Consult products Material Safety Data sheet/labels for details

Young people are not to be left unsupervised.

Not disposing of waste

All = lllness

Property — attracting
vermin

Waste disposal and recycling services are available and in the main
car park on the Deer Park site.

Bins are to be emptied by groups during their stay and prior to
departure.

Bio Hazards

Blocked, defective and overflowing
drains

All - illness

Defective drains and sewers to be reported to the Cowley Adventure
team so they can be rectified and appropriate course of action be taken.

Septic tanks are monitored by the Cowley Adventure team, and
emptied by contractors. It is important that visitors only put toilet
roll down the toilets.




